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Thirty-three Sunday YC. By your perseverance, you will secure your lives. 

To prepare for the coming persecution and the task ahead should not be a 

responsibility of every Christian. if we prepare, we will not be scandalized to see our 

relations, parents and best friends, persecuting or working against us because of our 

good works, ideas, and opinions. 

When is the persecution going to be realized? It’s already been experienced by many 

and is still happening today and will continue to occur. There is no time that the 

children of God are without persecution. It had not begun with us and may not end 

with us; Jeremiah was beaten for proclaiming truth (20:1-2). In John’s gospel, Pilate 

had Jesus whipped, the soldiers made a Crown out of thorns branches and put it on 

his head, and They mocked him. Peter and John were arrested and imprisoned 

because of their teaching on the resurrection Acts 4:1-4. Susanna encountered 

persecution from the elders. Daniel 13.  it’s a well-known fact that the kingdom of 

God suffers violence since the time of John the Baptist until now, Matthew 11:12. 

In our time, the socialists or communists and the capitalists are persecuting the 

church of God not necessarily in a violent way but using advanced technology, 

which has eaten up the spiritual ground of many Christians in the world. You will 

agree that people pay utmost respect and more attention to technology and other 

material things than the respect we accord God, the maker of all created things. We 

have been pushed to neglect God and hold on to these mundane things. Oh, see how 

we have been technically persecuted. We became slave to what we created by our 

hands; we no longer have control over them, but they have control over us.  

We have been pulled out from our heritage and given a new name ‘modern man or 

strange people'. Amidst all these persecutions we are encouraged by the word of the 

gospel, you will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will 

be destroyed. By your perseverance, you will secure your lives. Luke 21:19. There 

is joy in perseverance; it’s perseverance that brings happiness to Hannah the mother 

of Samuel in the book of 1 Samuel 2:1., St. Paul said we rejoice in suffering because 

troubles produce endurance and endurance brings God’s approval and his approval 

creates hope. Roman 5:3-4. 

In our second reading saint Paul speaks about being a model for others so that others 

might imitate them. We should consider making models for others by conducting 

ourselves well, being mature, and focusing on the things that matter most. Namely, 

the kingdom of God, loving our brothers and sisters, options for the poor and the 
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needy, be dedicated to our Christian journey, not speaking ill of others while we 

mind our business and wishing others well in their endeavors. 

Today we celebrate the world day of the poor; as a church and as individuals, we are 

challenged to see Jesus in our poor brothers and sisters. We can not physically meet 

all of them, but we can pray for them and extend our love by putting smiles on their 

faces. Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, if you can not feed hundreds, feed only one. 

The ministry of Jesus focuses on the poor and the needy, by the virtue of our 

Baptism, our ministry should be that of love for the poor.  

We pray for the grace of perseverance as we journey in this challenging world. 

Peace, 

Fr. Jingbe Simon  

 

 


